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ABSTRACT 

This study documents type specimens (or names associated with the t wining \’ine Truchclosihnnuu/n 
clifformc. Although not cited in the literature, a holotype o( lichites diHonnis Walter was discovered 
in the Thomas W’alter herbarium ol the Natural Mistory Museum, London. T\ pesand nomcnclatural 
history are discussed lor other synonyms and combinations. 


RESUMEN 

Sedocumentan tipos para nomhres asociados con laenredadera TrachcliK'^pcrnjitm ilijlonnc. Aunque 
no citado en la literatura, lue descubierto un holotipo en el herbario de Thomas Walter en cl Museo 
de Elistoria Natural, Londres. 5e dan tipose hisioriacle nombres para los sinonimos y combinaciones. 

The twining vine Trachclospcnnum difforme (Walter) A. Gray (Apocynaceae) 


is native to the eastern United States and was first described as Echilcsdif/onni} 


s 


s 


Walter in 1788. However, Walter did not indicate specimens he had studied. Hi 
herbarium is housed at the Natural History Museum (BM), London, and photo¬ 
graphs thereol may be found in the collections of the Gray Herbarium (GH) at 
Harvard University. Walter’s herbarium contains 122 sheets, a great many ol 
which are plants ol his Flora Caroliniana (Walter 1788; Stal leu & Cowan 1988). 
Although numerous authors proposed new combinations based on Walter’s 
tchites difformis, none cited an appropriate type specimen. As typilication is 
an ICBN requisite (Greuter et al. 2000), this study seeks to document types for 
names associated with the species Trachelospermum difforme. 

In his treatment of Forstcronia, Alphonse de Candolle (1844) cites two 
specimens for the entity Trachdospermum difforme: “in Virginia inler. (Pursh) 
Carolina! et Mississippi (Torn! in h. Boiss.).” However,John Torrey was not born 
until 1796 and Frederick Pursh visited North America for the first time in 1799— 
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//oDtii.s, Joh 


Florida specimen (“v.s. in herb. Mus. Brit. Florida (Chapman)’’). However, this 
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search revealed a specimen ol the ra.xon (V\h/(er 2/,5j—which should thus be 
considered the holoty|X’ ol Echites lUfjonuis Walter. 

In 180), Andre Miehaux proposed the name Echites puhcndci in his /du/'u 
Ixuvcili Anicrii'ciihi tor the taxon in cjnestion. Three specimens that can be etm- 
sidered types lor this name reside at the Museum National d'l listoire Nature 
(10 in Paris. (Ttc specimen exhibits I Knvers in bud and a handwritten note 
“/'Utv.'sU'miiin diljormis A. nC..” Another specitnen exhibits lully opened I low¬ 
ers (but no labels) and the last exhibits Iruitiruz material. I’nnn Miehaux's 


prot('>loe,ue it is clear that both I lowering and I ruiting materials were available 
to him at the time ol deseriptiim. 

In 1817, Poiret puhlished the name Hilh’i'iicicnionUiihi populi/tdici and indi¬ 
cated seeing a specimen in “herb. Deslont.” Poiret's name has long heen cited in 
synotiymy with h\icl]clospcn}]U))] diffifiuic. I lowever, Poiret’s type at Hl-Wdoes 
not belong to Ti\i( luidspciDiuDi (stems stout; lamina deeurrent onto ]X'tioles). 

:eent annotations suggest it belongs to Eopdiiiti pipmli/oliii (Lam.) 
I,eeuwenberg(seealso Leeuwenberg 1W)|). A small sachet (hem v 8em)ol likely 
the same material resides at P, but bears no indication ol Kxality (Aymonin, iTcr. 
eomm.). As the type belongs to another taxon. TLihcnuicDionUtnu p(pmliloliii 
Poir. is here excluded Irom synonymy with Tnirhch^spcrniuni cli/jcwnu’ (Walt.) 
A. L'l ra\'. 

J 

iers, in proposing a new' eotnhination based oti ILnret's name (i.e., 
riiyi sum hits poptili/ulitis (Poir.) Miers., Apoeyn. S. /\mer. 9Q. 1878.), indicated 


name is a tiiuiirn 



seeing a specimen eol leeted by "Marshal Isiel” I rom Georgia in “herb. Mus. Ihdt.' 
This si^eeimen is indeetl Tisichclospcnuiii)] cEijJonuc (BM!) and not EupLiniu 
popiili/idiiu however Miers’ combinatic'»n cannot be applied to the lormer spe¬ 
cies as IC'BN Art. 7.4 holds that new combinations, itT all eireumstanees, are 
tyi^il ied by the type ol the basioiw'in (Greuter et al. 2000). 

In I83(’i, Ralinese|ue proposed the name Ec hilcs suEiciloliu. 1 low'cver. this 

c'ghimi since EchUcs Siilicijoliu W'illd. ex Roem. Nr Sehult. 
[ = AI luniuihiu LUlhuriiLLi L., Apoeyttaeeae) was validly I'mblished in 1810 
(Systema V'egetahilium 4:706). No type specimen could be located lor 
RalinesLiLie's name. IInlortunately, as Stuckey (1071) notes, Ralinese|ite's her¬ 
barium was partiall)' destroyed by rats alter his death and virtually all the re- 
tnaining material was diseaixled by lilias Gurand. Ec hilcs sulieijoliu Raf. is not 
listed among Ral ines(.|ue's Nort h /Vmeriean vascular jilantsat 14 1 (Stuckey 1071), 
tior are potential type specimens lound in the collections ol Gl 1 and N't. In¬ 
quires with Panel DW'C also pro\'ided no material. 


r.A.XrTNONtk' St AtMAPA' 


Trachelospcrmum difforiiic (Walter) ,A. Gray, 5\'n. FI. N. Amer. 2:8b. 18/8. Exhiics 


ililjorniis Walter, 14. Garol. 08. 1788. h'orslciviiiu cllflunuis (Waller) A.1X7, Prodr. 
8:4 )7.1844. See()/iiltii ia (h//('rm is (Walter) Benth. <Sr I look. 1., Gen. Pi. 2:710.723.1870, 
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nom. invalid. Thyrsanthus dijjormis (Walter) Miers, Apocyn. S. Ainer. 99:1878. 
Thyrsanlhcllci dijjonnis (Walter) Pichon, Bull. Mus. Natl. Hist. Nat. scr. 2, 20:192. 
1948.TYP1:: Wa!ter2/5(HT:BM!). 

Echiics pubcniUi Mich.x.. h'l. Bor. Aincr. 1;120. 1803. Tvpr; Micluiux s.n. Iprotologue: “//i svlvis 
Qifvlincic i njcrioris"] (ST: P; IDC I'iclie! [three specimens: one with I lowers in bud, one with 
I lowers, and one with fruits]). 

Echites scdicijoliii Rat.. New Fl. N. Aincr. 4:30. 1838 (1830'), nom. illeg.; non Willd. ex Roem. & 
Se h u 11.1810. T YPE: u n k n ow n. 
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